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Dear Senator Lesser, Representative Gilchrest, and all members of the Human Services Committee. My 

name is John O’Connor and I teach at Central Connecticut State University in New Britain. I strongly 

support HB 6616 to expand access to the HUSKY program for undocumented people in CT up to the age 

of 26. 

 

I am the current Vice-President of CSU-AAUP, a union that represents 3,000 members across the four 

state universities. CSU-AAUP is a member of the Recovery for All coalition and we strongly support 

Recovery for All’s Equity Agenda. We believe that implementing the Equity agenda will make 

Connecticut a better state.  

 

I support HB 6616 because there is a dirty little secret in the institution where I work, and many other 

higher education institutions across the state; that secret is that many undocumented students do not 

have access to health care. These students often will whisper this fact to you when you inquire about 

their health and healthcare. For a state as wealthy as ours, this is an embarrassment, and it is 

outrageous. Everyone – regardless of their immigration status – deserves healthcare. 

 

More than half of the roughly 113,000 undocumented immigrants in CT do not have any form of health 

insurance coverage, this is disturbing as COVID 19 still lingers. With undocumented immigrants (over 12 

years of age) excluded from the Medicaid and CHIP programs, the expansion of Husky Health Benefits to 

all is a solution to a terrible injustice. Expanding HUSKY programs to all, regardless of immigration status 

is the solution.  

 

I have been teaching at CCSU for twenty years and it has become increasingly clear to me 

undocumented immigrant students have a difficult time compared to their peers. They are 

disadvantaged by their status, by their socio-economic circumstances, by the fact that they live in our 

state but are not part of that state -- all of this has a negative impact on their educational experience. 

We should let borders determine who is healthy or sick.    

 

I support HB 6616 and hope the committee will vote in favor. I urge this committee to continue working 

to expand HUSKY access to all immigrant people, regardless of age or immigration status. 

 



Thank you. 


